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Hello,

Right now, our thoughts are with those of you living in countries that have returned to
lockdown, or where travel is seriously restricted because of rising COVID-19 infection rates.
We hope and pray that you and your loved ones remain safe and well, and that the
hardships are short.

I’d like to share an Op-Ed that I recently wrote, which was inspired by a conversation with
a Brazilian friend who had braved the long journey to visit us in the Maldives. He told me
that ‘living is a deadly disease’, and indeed, he made a good point. As we take each step in
this journey of life, with all its precious moments, there is always a trade-off, with some
struggle, some sorrow and some risk along the way.

Eva and I feel incredibly blessed to have spent this past year in the Maldives. We’ve been
very busy, working with our wonderful team to create even more opportunities for you to
enjoy ‘living’ across our resorts. The remoteness of Soneva Fushi and Soneva Jani in the
Maldives, as well as Soneva Kiri in Thailand, has enabled us to create COVID-free
environments. We’ve achieved this through our stringent health and safety policies, with
fast-track testing on arrival for all of our guests, and a comprehensive testing programme
for our hosts (who stay with us on our islands for two to three months at a time, and are
tested even when coming from other local islands that are certified COVID-free). You can
find out more by watching the film we made about our New Normal.

As a result of our groundwork, we’re happy to report that Soneva is no longer just about
‘No News, No Shoes’ – thanks to our health and safety procedures, we’re also ‘No Masks’,
too. This means that our guests can focus on enjoying their stay and making new, positive
memories, free from worries about any risk of infection. You might enjoy watching this
short film, which shows some of the many special moments our guests have enjoyed since
the borders reopened in the Maldives.

The year 2020 marks the 25th anniversary since we first launched Soneva with the opening
of Soneva Fushi back in 1995. As part of our ongoing celebrations, we teamed up once
more with the acclaimed French filmmaker Bruno Aveillan, himself a Soneva Enthusiast, to
create a series of films celebrating those remarkable people behind all of our
successes: our Hosts. You can watch the main film and the playlist here.

As well as looking back during our anniversary year, this milestone moment in the Soneva
story has been a timely opportunity to look towards the future – with 2020 marking the
launch of an exciting array of new experiences, dining destinations and more across our
resorts. At Soneva Fushi, we welcomed our first guests at our new Water Retreats, the
largest and most luxurious one and two-bedroom over-water villas in the world.
Commanding panoramic ocean views, these new villas offer our guests more choice than
ever during their stay. Constructed according to our sustainable principles, they are
designed to maximise a sense of space, seclusion and unmatched luxury. Watch my video
tour of the new overwater retreats here.
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At Soneva Jani, we have recently begun a soft launch of Chapter Two. Staying in
one of our brand new Water Reserves or Island Reserves allows you the freedom to
experience all of Soneva Jani with Soneva Unlimited. Think unlimited dining, drinks
(including 262 options of wines and champagnes), experiences around the resort, diving
and surfing, spa treatments, a personal Barefoot Butler, and so much more. Click here to
discover more.You might have already heard about our three new restaurants, one of
which is ‘Overseas by Mathias Dahlgren’, which is inspired by its stunning over-water
location near The Gathering. Mathias, one of Sweden’s most talented chefs, has created a
lunch and dinner menu of pescatarian and plant-based delights, freshly caught from the
nearby ocean or picked from our own organic gardens. Read more about our two other
restaurants at this link.

After a challenging year for us all, we’re counting down the days to the festive period
at our resorts. This joyous time of year reminds us of the most important things in life –
spending quality time and enjoying new, fulfilling experiences with the people that matter
most. As we do every year, we have put together an unforgettable festive calendar across
Soneva Fushi, Soneva Jani and Soneva Kiri (view the programmes here), from Christmas
feasts and visits from Santa himself, to a spectacular New Year’s Eve celebration, filled with
good cheer. For a taste of what’s to come, click here to see last year’s festivities.

To end this letter, I’d like to share an extraordinary new evolution at Soneva,
something that has created a long-lasting, positive impact on our islands. Eva and I have
always considered ourselves to be guardians, not owners, of the magical places that Soneva
calls home – we feel privileged to be able to take care of these places during our lifetimes.
Up until now, mosquitoes have been the one downside of island life, a frustrating pest that
could only be controlled through chemical fogging, which is used extensively across the
Maldives. Last year at Soneva Fushi, we realised that the mosquitoes had developed a
resistance to fogging, so sprays had become ineffective. We placed hundreds of special,
chemical-free traps across the resort. The first type targets tiger mosquitoes looking for a
place to lay their eggs after having bitten someone. The second type uses lactic acid and
CO2 to create an irresistible aroma for mosquitoes searching for blood. As a result of these
traps, we’ve seen a massive 95% decline in mosquito numbers on the island.

The happy side effect of our efforts to combat mosquitos has been the
regeneration of other, beneficial insect populations. We now have an abundance of
beautiful native butterflies, bumblebees and dragonflies, which in turn are pollinating our
flowers and plants, making the island even more beautiful than before. So now we can say
that not only are we ‘No News, No Shoes and No Masks’, we’re also ‘No Mosquitoes’ too!

Stay safe, and Eva and I hope to see you at Soneva very soon.
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