
N A M O O N A  B A A 

F R E E I N G  T H E  M A L D I V E S  F R O M  S I N G L E - U S E  P L A S T I C



S O N E V A  N A M O O N A  B A A 

Some of the most cherished memories for visitors to the Maldives will be of walking along 

white sandy beaches and swimming in clear turquoise water teeming with fish. 

These small coral islands are considered to be among the most beautiful locations on our 

planet. Seemingly fragile, their ecosystems have developed over thousands of years into 

some of the most complex reef systems in the world. They have withstood monsoons, 

tsunamis, storm surges and sea swells and are more resilient than they appear.



But more recently they have been facing one of their toughest challenges to date – the 

scourge of marine plastic litter.  

It is possible there is no place remaining on the planet untouched by plastic. From eight 

miles high at the top of Everest, to seven miles deep at the bottom of the Mariana Trench, 

plastic refuse is everywhere. tsunamis, storm surges and sea swells and are more resilient 

than they appear.



T H E  B E A C H E S  A N D  S E A S  O F  T H E 
M A L D I V E S  A R E  P A R T I C U L A R L Y 

I C O N I C  W H E N  T E L L I N G  T H E  S T O R Y 
O F  A  P R O B L E M  T H A T  R E C O G N I S E S 

N O  P H Y S I C A L  L I M I T S .  T H E  M A L D I V E S 
I S  A  N A T I O N  T H A T  R E L I E S  O N  T H E 

H E A L T H  O F  T H E  S E A S  F O R  I T S 
E C O N O M I C  A N D  P H Y S I C A L  S U R V I V A L .  



Soneva Namoona Baa is a unique partnership - ratified with a signed charter - launched 

by luxury eco resort Soneva Fushi and international NGO Common Seas in collaboration 

with the Government of the Maldives and three local islands – Maalhos, Dharavandhoo and 

Kihaadhoo. 

By demonstrating that a radical reimagining of waste can prevent plastic leaking into the 

ocean, the partnership demonstrates a waste-to-wealth approach that can benefit the 

whole country as well as other small island states.





Captured through the lens of celebrated photographer Matt Porteous, we meet the 

individuals who are using their expertise, creativity and ingenuity to eliminate single 

use plastic from the Maldives, to challenge the concept of waste, and to nurture a new 

generation of ocean stewards. 





T H R O U G H  T H E S E  I N D I V I D I A L S ,  W E  L E A R N  A B O U T 
T H E  U N I Q U E  A N D  L I T T L E - K N O W N  C U L T U R E  O F  T H E 
M A L D I V E S  A N D  G A I N  A  F I R S T  H A N D  V I E W  O F  I S L A N D 
L I F E  B E Y O N D  T H E  R E S O R T S . 



S T E P  O N E :  R E D U C E  



F R O M  S I N G L E  U S E  P L A S T I C 
W A T E R  B O T T L E S  T O 

D E S A L I N A T E D  W A T E R  I N 
R E U S A B L E  G L A S S  B O T T L E S . 

F R O M  D I S P O S A B L E  N A P P I E S 
T O  A  R E U S A B L E  N A P P Y 

L A U N D R Y  S E R V I C E . 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N  B E T W E E N 
R E S O R T S ,  G U E S T H O U S E S 

A N D  I S L A N D  C O U N C I L S  T O 
E N C O U R A G E  G O V E R N M E N T 

T O  I N T R O D U C E  A  N A T I O N A L 
B A N  O N  P A R T I C U L A R 
S I N G L E - U S E  P L A S T I C 

P R O D U C T S . 

REDUCE



S T E P  T W O :  R E C Y C L E  



F R O M  W A S T E  M A N A G E M E N T 
C E N T R E S  T O  E C O - C E N T R O S 

–  A  W A S T E - T O - W E A L T H 
P H I L O S O P H Y . 

P A R L E Y  –  T U R N I N G  W A S T E 
P L A S T I C  I N T O  S P O R T S W E A R .

A N  E N D  T O  O P E N  B U R N I N G 
O N  L O C A L  I S L A N D S . 

RECYC L E



S T E P  T H R E E :  I N S P I R E  



N U R T U R I N G  O C E A N 
S T E W A R D S  –  T E A C H  K I D S  T O 
S W I M ,  S N O R K E L  A N D  S U R F . 

Z E R O  W A S T E  C H A L L E N G E  – 
C O M P E T I T I O N S  F O R  L O C A L 

S C H O O L  K I D S .

N A M O O N A  S C H O O L S  - 
C E R T I F I E D  E C O  S C H O O L S .

I N S P I R E



S O N U  S H I V D A S A N I

C H A I R M A N  A N D  C E O ,  S O N E V A

“If we work together, we are sure we can create 

the right environment for the Maldives to be the 

world’s most progressive country on single use 

plastic. If we project forwards just a few years, we 

can see that all islands will have thriving waste-

to-wealth centres; there will be no plastic bags; no 

plastic straws; islands will have their own water 

bottling plants; no guesthouses or resorts will 

serve water in single use bottles.”



K H A D Y  H A M I D 

S O N E V A  N A M O O N A  C O - F O U N D E R ,  S O N E V A

“Namoona refers to something that is exemplary, 

ideal, an exception. It is a fitting name for the initiative 

because in many ways this project is an exception 

to a typical CSR project. Starting from the kinds of 

partnerships involved (private sector, government, 

international donors, and the local community); the 

ways of working (the needs of the communities are at 

the centre of this work); emphasis on local ownership 

and empowerment; and the ambition behind the project 

is anything but typical.”



A Z H O O R A  A H M E D 

S U R F  M A N A G E R ,  S O N E V A

“I still remember my first wave that I stood 

up for…I felt like I was flying, I felt like I had a 

superpower. The thrill, the speed that it takes you, 

the fact that you can control you body along with 

the wave, it’s just magical. Everybody needs to 

have that feeling.”



R A I A  M U S T A H A F A

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  M A N A G E R ,  S O N E V A

“Awareness of plastic waste is definitely 

heightened now in the Maldives. A lot of the 

younger generation are involved in that as well. 

There are a lot of surfers and divers involved with 

activities to do with the sea. It’s not just about 

education, it’s also about just being aware of your 

surroundings.” 



G O R D O N  J A C K S O N

W A S T E - T O - W E A L T H  M A N A G A E R

“One of the things we’re able to do at Eco Centro on Soneva Fushi is to try new 

ideas. We’re constantly trying new ways of turning waste into something useful 

and in a sense we’re like a little incubator.”



A B D U L L A  S H U J A U
I S L A N D  C O U N C I L  P R E S I D E N T ,

M A A L H O S

“The beauty of these small islands is a gift from 

nature and we have to maintain this. This land 

on this tiny island is not just for us. There may 

be many, many generations will come after us 

so we have to be responsible to deliver this as it 

is created by God.” 



A Z O O  A H M E D 

S U R F  M A N A G E R ,  S O N E V A

“I still remember my first wave that I stood 

up for…I felt like I was flying, I felt like I had a 

superpower. The thrill, the speed that it takes you, 

the fact that you can control you body along with 

the wave, it’s just magical. Everybody needs to 

have that feeling.”

J O  R O Y L E

F O U N D E R ,  C O M M O N  S E A S

“Dealing with the current volume of single use 

plastic waste is expensive for communities to 

manage, off-putting for tourists, and harmful to 

fish stocks. The items most commonly found on 

Maldivian beaches are plastic bottles, disposable 

nappies, cigarette butts, straws and plastic bags, 

so we already know where start.”



A Z O O  A H M E D 

S U R F  M A N A G E R ,  S O N E V A

“I still remember my first wave that I stood 

up for…I felt like I was flying, I felt like I had a 

superpower. The thrill, the speed that it takes you, 

the fact that you can control you body along with 

the wave, it’s just magical. Everybody needs to 

have that feeling.”

A L I  M A A J I D H

I S L A N D  C O U N C I L  P R E S I D E N T , 

D H A R A V A N D H O O

“This will be a great legacy to have from my 

term on the council. If Maalhos, Kihaadhoo and 

Dharavandhoo can show some good outcomes, the 

government will engage with this.”



“If there is political will there is so much we can 

do in the Maldives. Doing the impossible is the art 

of being in government!”

A M I N A T H  S H A U N A

S E C R E T A R Y ,  P O L I C Y 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  O F F I C E



S A B R A  N O O R D E E N

S E C R E T A R Y ,  F O R E I G N  R E L A T I O N S , 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  O F F I C E

“My husband and I used to talk about the very real 

possibility that our children may not see the same 

reefs we did. We liked to travel a lot, go trekking, 

go swimming.  Those things we have taken for 

granted, possibly our kids won’t see.” 



T H A N K  Y O U . 

P H O T O G R A P H Y :  M A T T  P O R T E O U S  @ T H E S T U D I O _ M 


